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Forest Service Legacy Roads and Trails Remediation Initiative
Projected Accomplishments 2008-2010

The Forest Service Legacy Roads and Trails Remediation Initiative (Legacy Roads and Trails) was created in fiscal year 2008, providing ~$40 million to protect and restore clean drinking water; fisheries connectivity; and sensitive, threatened and endangered fish habitat.  The funds are designated to reduce the impacts of roads by upgrading culverts and completing other critical maintenance on needed forest roads while reclaiming unneeded forest roads.  While these projects are prioritized for aquatic resources, any road reclamation completed with these funds will also restore terrestrial habitat connectivity.  The program was expanded to $50 million in 2009 and $90 million in 2010.  

The Washington Watershed Restoration Initiative (WWRI), a WA coalition of conservation organizations and state agencies, leads the regional and national advocacy campaign to support Legacy Roads and Trails.  The WWRI came together in 2007 to support increased funding for road maintenance and decommissioning on national forest lands in WA, to bring these roads up to minimum clean water standards as outlined in a Memorandum of Agreement between the state and the Forest Service.  WA Congressman Norm Dicks is the champion for this program, which funds all national forests, not just those in WA.  In December 2009, the Forest Service honored the WWRI with a national “Rise to the Future” award for its Legacy Roads and Trails work.

According to the Forest Service, the national forests in WA/OR boast more road mileage than stream mileage – these two states alone contain nearly ¼ of the entire national forest road system (92,000 of the 375,000 total system miles).  The agency maintains less than 15% of the roads that slice through the forests in these two states, further exacerbating their impacts to aquatic resources and water quality, especially as the frequency and intensity of pacific storms increases.  Additionally, they estimate that more than 3000 road/stream crossings are blocking or inhibiting fish passage in the region. Cost projections for bringing the national forest roads up to minimum clean water standards are ~$300 million in WA, and ~$900 million in OR. Legacy Roads and Trails is a first step towards rectifying these challenging problems.

2008-2010 Legacy Roads Distribution Nationally, by Region
	Region
	2008 Distribution
(in millions)
	2009 Distribution
(in millions)
	2010 Distribution
(in millions)

	R1 (Northern)
	$4.7
	$5.9
	$12.0

	R2 (Rocky Mountain)
	$3.4
	$4.5
	$  4.0

	R3 (Southwestern)
	$3.0
	$6.3
	$  7.0

	R4 (Intermountain)
	$3.8
	$4.8
	$10.0

	R5 (Pacific Southwest)
	$6.7
	$8.4
	$10.0

	R6 (Pacific Northwest)
	$8.4
	$9.5
	$19.1

	R8 (Southern)
	$4.8
	$6.1
	$11.6

	R9 (Eastern)
	$4.1
	$2.2
	$10.0

	R10 (Alaska)
	$0.8
	$0.9
	$  3.0



In both FY08 and FY09 the agency published forest-specific allocations for Legacy Roads and Trails funds, including likely results on the ground.  They have not released comparable national reports on actual expenditures, but the initial allocations are indicative of final expenditures.  Project reporting included both engineering and resource accomplishments.  However, some forests failed to document resource benefits, omitting, for example, the acres of habitat to be improved. Thus the benefits may be significantly underestimated.  In addition, monitoring and green jobs accomplishments are not yet included in agency reports.  According to Forest Service spreadsheets, in its first two years national Legacy Roads funds were projected to:
· Fix 820 culverts restoring at least 1147 miles of stream habitat;
· Improve 2215 miles of road and maintain 3089 miles of road;
· Decommission 2194 miles of system and unauthorized roads;
· Fix 166 bridges;
· Maintain or improve 3170 miles of trail; and
· Improve a minimum of 126,008 acres of habitat.

Legacy Roads in the West and in WA
The chart below shows the expected outcomes of Legacy Roads project allocations in Washington/Oregon (R6) and how that compares to the other western regions in 2008-09 (2010 allocations are not yet finalized). 

Legacy Roads Projected Accomplishments Regions 1, 5, 6 and 10; FY2008-2009 
	 
	Year
	# stream xings constr/ reconstr      to meet stream simulation 
	miles stream habitat restored/       enhanced
	miles road improved
	miles road receiving mntnce
	miles system road             decommissioned
	miles unauthorized roads decommissioned
	# bridges constr/reconstr
	miles trail maintained/                                    improved to std
	Acres of watershed improved

	R1
	FY08
	        135 
	          93 
	          77 
	       646 
	       136 
	          22 
	          11 
	       875 
	       543 

	
	FY09
	        123 
	       119 
	          43 
	          88 
	       147 
	       106 
	          19 
	       223 
	    2,136 

	R5
	FY08
	          11 
	          29 
	       528 
	           -   
	            3 
	            2 
	            2 
	       185 
	           -   

	
	FY09
	          12 
	          55 
	       130 
	       109 
	            2 
	           -   
	            7 
	       376 
	    1,162 

	R6
	FY08
	          23 
	          65 
	       328 
	       624 
	          82 
	          15 
	            6 
	       219 
	           -   

	
	FY09
	          24 
	          83 
	       660 
	       606 
	       294 
	            6 
	            5 
	            4 
	    2,724 



WWRI works closely with individual forest and regional staff to monitor allocation and implementation of Legacy Roads and Trails funding.  Due to the aquatic priorities set up through the Northwest Forest Plan, Region 6 is uniquely positioned to prioritize Legacy Roads funds effectively.  Region 6 was also the only region to publish a report after their first year of funding (FY 2008 Legacy Roads and Trails Accomplishment Report, Pacific Northwest Region) to highlight actual project and cumulative regional results.  The R6 2008 resource benefits included:
· 65 miles of stream habitat restored or enhanced.
· 1,311 acres of watershed improved.
· Completed ‘whole watershed restoration’ work within the water supply boundary of the Bull Run River watershed, Mt. Hood National Forest.
· Reduced road system by 132 miles, thereby reducing maintenance costs by > $50,000/year.
· Made portions of the road network more durable, enabling it to better accommodate the more frequent large storms projected for the future.

Legacy Roads and Trails funding restores aquatic and terrestrial habitat, thus enhancing both adaptability and resiliency in the context of climate change.  The on-the-ground work also provides high-wage, high-skill green jobs, though we are still pressing the agency to document these numbers.  WWRI is working within the region and with national partners to expand the Legacy Roads and Trails program.  Our goal: To engage the agency to identify and implement a fiscally and ecologically sustainable (“right-sized”) Forest Service roads system that will meet both resource management and recreational needs over the long-term. 

For more information, contact Wildlands CPR Restoration Campaign Director Sue Gunn (sue@wildlandscpr.org; 360-352-6236), or Executive Director Bethanie Walder (wildlandscpr@wildlandscpr.org; 406-543-9551)

Wildlands CPR revives and protects wild places by promoting watershed restoration to improve fish and wildlife habitat, provide clean water and enhance community economies. 
P.O. Box 7516 • Missoula, MT 59807 • 406.543.9551 • www.wildlandscpr.org
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